
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 5, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Norma Trueblood    Sherry Scull 
Diane Stinney      
Letha Jackson 
Jason Allen 

     
Also present: Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, Solicitor Andrew Bayer, and 
Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  Resolution No. 170-2015 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session.     
            Potential Litigation - Union Grievance Process 
   

Motion by Jackson and Trueblood to adopt Resolution 170-2015. Jackson, yes; 
Trueblood, yes; Stinney, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried. 

 
(Reference Note: Closed Session minutes are transcribed and filed separately and considered 
part of these minutes) 
 

 Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 

by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 

Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 

removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 

regular agenda. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 
Bonnie Ridolfino from Hardenbergh Insurance introduced herself and advised on the 
company she worked for. Advised that the Township would receive credits for the 
presentation. The slide show presentation was not able to be put up as her computer 
was not working and therefore verbally went through her slide presentation. Ms. 
Ridolfino explained the benefits of the program and how the employees are working 
to ensure that there are no safety hazards. Advised on how Council Members could 
obtain credits for the Township and when and where the meetings may take place. 
Advised on the necessity to report claims immediately and what is necessary 
information to provide. Noted the safety committee members Joyce Tinnes, Michele 
Brown and Dennis Gonzalez and advised on the roles they play. Commented on the 
Township's active safety program with strong leadership and a proactive safety 
committee and noted that this is not thrown out lightly by the company. Advised that 
the Township received a special recognition award for continuing education where 
employees were able to take advantage of training during down time and inclement 
weather. Noted that Michele Brown was recognized at the safety breakfast for 
communicating wellness and that the Township received $1,000 for a luncheon for 
the employees. Commented that in 2014 the Township received the highest safety 
incentive award for their category by the BURLCO/JIF which was $2,275.00 and 
are on track to receive the same for the 2015 award. Stated that the topic for this year 
is cyber attacks, who is at risk and what is the best defense against being hacked. 
Councilwoman Stinney questioned if there was an incentive for shared services. It 
was noted there is not. Advised on the various resources available through the 
company including a cyber audit, all at no charge as a part of the plan.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 



Council President Allen opened the meeting to the public for comments on the 
Consent Agenda. Seeing no residents wishing to be heard, Council President Allen 
closed the meeting to the public.  
 
Councilwoman Trueblood pulled the meeting minutes from both the June 17th and 
July 15th meetings.  
  

 CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
   
  MINUTES FILED BY CLERK 
  Regular Meeting, June 17, 2015 & Regular Meeting July 15, 2015 Pulled and considered later in the 

meeting. 

 

  CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  171-2015 Authorizes use of Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Fund 
    for Housing Rehabilitation Program for Donna and Ronald Lesnak in the 
    amount of $18,200.00. 
 
  172-2015 Authorizes In Rem Foreclosures of Municipal Tax Sale Certificates held more 
    than six months. 
 
  173-2015 Authorizes the refunding and/or closing of treasurer’s escrow sub-accounts. 
 
  174-2015 Authorizes cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for Veterans 
    Property Tax Exemption for Sparks on Block 256, Lot 61. 
 
  175-2015 Authorizes cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for Veterans 
    Property Tax Exemption for Aponte on Block 230, Lot 15. 
 
  176-2015 Authorizes cancellation of property taxes on property qualifying for Veterans 
    Property Tax Exemption for Bartholomew on Block 839.01, Lot 11.04. 
 
  177-2015 Authorizes the purchase of testing and maintenance services for emergency 
    standby generators from EMR Power Systems, LLC under State Contract 
    #A81474 in the amount of $2,210.00. 
 
  178-2015 Authorizes the purchase of ballistic vests and carriers from Lawmen Supply 
    for Pemberton Township Police under State Contract #A81295 in the amount 
    of $9,132.00.  
 
  179-2015 Authorizes the award of contracts for the provision of various Water Division 
    Supplies to Atlantic Plumbing Supply Corp. and HD Supply Waterworks, 
    Ltd., in a total amount not to exceed $31,080.00. 
 
  180-2015 Supports Twenty Plus Retirement Club efforts in their 20 years of supporting 
    Veterans.  

 
 BILL LIST  
 

Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 7/31/2015 
 

 NEW BUSINESS 

  

*a. NJ State Fireman's Association Membership Application for Preston Jardine with the 
Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire Co.  

 

 *b. Social Affair Permit Application (one day liquor license)  
 
  1. VFW Post 6805, for Annual Member’s Picnic to be held at their club, 247 Mt. 
   Misery Road, Browns Mills on August 15, 2015 from 12 Noon – 6:00 PM.  
 

 

Motion by Jackson and Stinney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 
Jackson; yes; Stinney, yes; Trueblood, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

MINUTES FILED BY CLERK 
 
 Councilwoman Trueblood stated she needed to recuse herself from the July 15th 
meeting minutes as she was not present at that meeting.  
  

 Motion by Jackson and Stinney to approve the July 15th meeting minutes. 
Jackson, yes; Stinney, yes; Trueblood, abstain; Allen, yes. Motion carried. 

 
 Council President Allen stated he needed to recuse himself from the June 15th 
meeting minutes as he was not present at that meeting.  
 



 Motion by Jackson and Trueblood to approve the  June 15th meeting minutes. 
Jackson, yes; Trueblood, yes; Stinney, yes; Allen, abstain. Motion carried.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 
  ORDINANCE 12-2015 
  ESTABLISHING A NEW CHAPTER OF THE PEMBERTON  
  TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “TAX SALES” IN ORDER TO  
  ESTABLISH COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH PROPERTY TAX SALES 
  FOR DELINQUENT TAXES AND FEES IN THE TOWNSHIP.  
 
 Council President Allen opened the meeting to public comment. Seeing no residents 
wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed the meeting to the public.  
 

 Motion by Trueblood and Jackson to adopt ordinance 12-2015. Trueblood, 
yes; Jackson, yes; Stinney, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 
  ORDINANCE 13-2015 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE WEST END ATHLETIC COMPLEX, BY AND IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING 
$1,100,000 THEREFORE AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
OF $1,100,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO 
FINANCE THE COST THEREOF 

  
 Mr. Bayer advised that Council President Allen would need to recuse himself from discussion 
and needed to give up the chair for the public hearing and the vote. Council President Allen 
removed himself from the dais and Councilwoman Stinney stepped in as chair for the vote.  
 
Councilwoman Stinney opened the meeting to public comment.  
 

Catherine Woods, Pemberton - Stated she wanted to show her support for the 
ordinance as     her children have been members of the soccer club for several years. 
Commented that it would benefit the children and greatly improve the view of the 
Township to other teams. Commented on potential revenue sources that could come 
from this complex including solar revenue, meeting space revenue as well as field 
rentals. Commented that it would be nice if the field could be named after Tamara 
Kurth-Healey for all of the work she did for the community. 
 

Peggy Zapien-Torres, President of the Pemberton Soccer Club - Gave an overview of 
the club and the 300 to 400 kids that play soccer with them each season. Stated that 
these fields would be important to them, help improve their playing conditions as well 
as the overview of the Township itself. Stated they love what they do and will help 
them do it better. Councilwoman Jackson asked if  behind the High School was the 
only place they could play. Ms. Torres stated that it is the only lot large enough to 
house them and the school has advised her that they will be utilizing the fields more 
often and is meeting with them this week to be sure they can still accommodate the 
soccer program. Stated it is a stressful situation dealing with the High School each 
season to be sure she can get what she needs for the program and this ordinance will 
help her relieve that stress. Stated she does not want to split her program up but will if 
she has to but it will be hard. Councilwoman Stinney suggested reaching out to 
Westampton. Ms. Torres advised that she has reached out to other communities but 
they can not afford to rent space from them.  
 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton - Noted that the Water Carnival was phenomenal. Stated 
he is not for spending this $1 million dollars. Asked how much debt the Township is 
already in. Mr. Gonzalez advised that it was about $27 million dollars. Mr. Tompkins 
asked if it includes the MUA. Mr. Gonzalez advised that the MUA is a self liquidating 
debt as they pay us about $550,000 per year. Mr. Tompkins noted that this was the 
second $1 million dollar bond proposed this year. Advised on the traffic problems he 
already has on his street and the potential issues to come as his road is where this is 
proposed to be placed. Councilwoman Stinney commented that the traffic is something 
that Administration and Council can look into. Mr. Tompkins noted that he cannot get 
control on the traffic now. Questioned if this will require Pinelands approval. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised that any time you develop in the Pinelands area you have to consult 



them. Explained the financing of the recreation field is to be a loan/grant from the 
NJDEP. Advised that $750,000 is a grant which will not have to be repaid and the 
$350,000 is a no interest loan which is payable over 20 years which will be $17,500 per 
year and will be added to the budget. Noted that DEP loan/grants are reimbursable 
instruments and explained the process. Mr. Tompkins commented on the fields at BCC 
and that nothing is known as to what is going on with those fields. Councilwoman 
Stinney advised Mr. Tompkins of a Freeholders meeting that he could attend to get 
more information regarding BCC.  
 

Robert Bailey, Whitesbogs - Noted he is not in the area but stated there has been 
conversation about this area for a long time and about it's use. Stated he is 100% in 
favor of this use and thinks it is a wonderful location for that use. Councilwoman 
Stinney noted that the property was acquired for that use.  

 
Seeing no other resident wishing to be heard Councilwoman Stinney closed the meeting to the 
public.  
 
Mr. Bayer advised Council that for any Bond Ordinance they will need 4 votes and since there 
were not 4 eligible voters at the meeting he recommended tabling the vote until the next 
meeting when Councilwoman Scull is present.  
 
            Motion by Trueblood and Jackson to table Ordinance 13-2015 until the next meeting 
on August 19th. Trueblood, yes; Jackson, yes; Stinney, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilwoman Stinney removed herself from the chair and Council President Allen resumed 
the meeting.  

 
ORDINANCE 14-2015 
AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF SPACE IN THE NESBIT 
CENTER TO FAITH IN ACTION, INCORPORATED FOR 
OPERATION OF A YOUTH CENTER 

   
 Council President Allen opened the meeting to public comment. Seeing no residents 
wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed the meeting to the public.  
 
Councilwoman Stinney thanked Mr. Gonzalez for sharing the One Stop Center 
schedule and stated it will benefit the residents, students and parents. Stated that this 
is a wonderful program coming to the Township. Council President Allen noted it 
will generate funds for the Township. Mr. Gonzalez confirmed that it would as they 
would be paying approximately $14,400 per year in rent.  
 

Motion by Stinney and Trueblood to adopt ordinance 14-2015. Stinney, yes; 
Trueblood, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

  
Parade Permit Application (PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 
 
 1.  Ellen Catalano for Soroptimist Candlelight Vigil on South   

 Lakeshore Drive, from 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM on 10/9/2015. 
 
 Council President Allen opened the meeting to public comment. Seeing no residents 
wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed the meeting to the public.  
 
 Councilwoman Stinney stated that this is a wonderful event and she has attended 
several years.  
 

 Motion by Trueblood and Stinney to approve the Soroptimist Candlelight 
Vigil on South Lakeshore Drive. Trueblood, yes; Stinney, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 
 2. Donna Lessa for Sassafras Street 9th Annual Neighborhood Block   
  Party, from 2:00 PM -10:00 PM on 8/8/2015. 
 
Council President Allen opened the meeting to public comment.  
 

Cecilia Cathers, Whitesbogs - Asked if there is a noise ordinance and asked 



why this is until 10pm and what the limitations are. Asked who would be there 
to enforce the ordinance. Councilwoman Jackson asked if they had gotten to 
loud in the past. Ms. Cathers stated they had and she is concerned about this. 
Council President Allen questioned the re-evaluation of the noise ordinance. 
Mr. Gonzalez advised that Mr. Bayer is working on it and will hopefully have 
it for the next meeting. Mr. Bayer advised that if there is a noise issue the 
police would need to address it. Ms. Cathers said they are passing the buck 
and Council should be addressing it. Councilwoman Jackson advised that she 
is correct as far as if there is an ordinance for it, but that if they are getting too 
loud that the police should be called to be sure they comply with the 
ordinance. Ms. Cathers stated she is not saying to not have the party but the 
noise should be controlled. A discussion ensued on the rules by her house. 
Councilwoman Trueblood noted that the party will end at 9pm and the clean 
up will begin immediately at that time. Township Clerk, Amy Cosnoski, 
advised that the timeframe on this permit is for the blocking of the roadways 
and has nothing to do with noise at it is not a loud speaker permit which we 
no longer have.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed the 
meeting to the public.  
 

Motion by Trueblood and Stinney to approve Sassafras Street Annual Block 
Party. Trueblood, yes; Stinney, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 
 

Mr. Bayer reported:  Noted that at the last meeting there was a discussion concerning the 
Township's Mount Laurel lawsuit where they were seeking court protection from a  builders 
remedy claim against the Township. Advised he had a conference with the assignment 
Judge the day before and fair share housing center participated in the discussion with the 
court and they are working on a consent order which will immunize the Township from 
builders remedy claims for the next 5 months.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
 

Dennis Gonzalez reported: Nothing to report. Council President Allen questioned if the 
construction on Scammell Drive will be finished anytime soon. Mr. Gonzalez noted that 
there should be a report on it in the Engineer's report and that it should be done soon but he 
just can't say when and will let the Council know when he finds out. Council President 
Allen questioned if there is any plan to put lights and benches out at the Nesbit Center. Mr. 
Gonzalez stated he will ask the Recreation Director and get back to Council.  
 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Allen opened the meeting to the public for general comments.  
 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes - 1. Commented that she heard that the Water 

Carnival went well but was out of the country. 2. Questioned Council and the 
Business Administrator how many times a month the lawn at the main entrance of 
the developments get cut. Mr. Gonzalez noted he does not have that information. 
Ms. Phillips stated that she notified Public Works that the entrance to Presidential 
Lakes needed to be cut before the 4th of July and nothing was done. Commented 
that all of the other entrances were completed. Asked that Public Works comes once 

a month to cut the grass at the entrance of Presidential Lakes. 3. Questioned if will 
she get drainage this year on her street. Mr. Gonzalez advised that it is on the list to 

be completed but there is no funding for it. 4. Questioned the millings on Florida and 
Connecticut Trails and if the Township received a letter from the DEP. Mr. 
Gonzalez noted that he has not received a letter and that there were no millings but 

rather piles of dirt and sand. 5. Commented on the noise ordinance and having 
things in place so when the person comes to get the permit they are told what is 
allowed so that the rules can be followed. Councilwoman Jackson questioned if 
people obtaining a parade permit were given the do's and don'ts. Amy advised that 
the parade permit has nothing to do with the noise and is rather for the closing of the 
roadway. Advised that at one time there was a loud speaker permit but no longer 
have them. Amy stated she knows that there has been some problem with enforcing 
the noise ordinance but that is being worked on. Mr. Bayer explained the ordinance 

time limitations. 6. Commented on the dollar stores and the different stores that need 
to be brought into town such as another grocery store. Stated she spends her money 



out of town because if she goes to ACME it is to expensive. Stated she would like 
more than just bars in her town.  

 
Jack Tompkins, Pemberton - 1. Noted he was sorry that he was not at the last 
Council meeting as he knows the Chief was there and he asked for him to be here. 
Stated he still has problems with the speeders and knows the Police department is 
short staffed. Noted that his interactions with the Police are always phenomenal. 
Commented on the need for more officers and feels the issue is Civil Service. 
Commented on having different classes of officers but we cannot because we are 
Civil Service and feels that if that is hindering us then we should get rid of Civil 
Service as well as the residency requirement if need be. Stated that more boots on the 
ground would be a good thing.  Commented on the Police Department and the 
litigation and it has to have a direct impact on their performance. Stated that maybe 
we need to do something like Camden and start from the bottom to the top with a 
new police force.  
 

Cecilia Cathers, Whitesbogs - 1. Thanked the Council for sending out the street 
sweeper as it came down her road for the first time in 15 years. Stated they did a 

phenomenal job but left an oil track all the way down the road. 2. Agreed with Mr. 
Tompkins that more officers are needed and that we need better moral in the Police 

department. 3. Thanked everyone for the speed signs and the handicapped signs on 
her road.  

 
Robert Bailey, Browns Mills - 1. Thanked the Council, Mayor and Administrator 
for listening to the problem that existed on his street, Woodlane Avenue. Stated their 
street has been paved and they did a wonderful job.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, Council President Allen closed the 
meeting to the public.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS: 

 
Councilwoman Stinney - Welcomed Council President Allen's brother. Thanked everyone 
that participated in the National Night Out as it was a great event. Thanked everyone for 
coming out and for their comments. Noted that the youth need to know that we care and 
are invested in them. Commented if you don't invest in them you will pay in the long run.  

 

Councilwoman Trueblood - Thanked all for coming out. Thanked the residents for sharing 
and advised them that they do hear them and do want to do what is best for the Township. 
Asked all to have a good evening.  

 
Councilwoman Jackson - Stated that it was nice to end on positive comments. Noted that 
the Water Carnival was really good. Stated she knows it was hard this year without Tamara 
but she thinks that Nicole did an excellent job along with the Recreation Department as a 
whole. Stated she feels the pain with the Soccer fields as she had 4 kids on those fields and 
she thanked Kathy for the ideas she shared. Commented that she understand Mr. Tompkins 
has issues with the potential traffic and is hopeful that this is something they can look into. 
Commended those that came out to speak for the soccer program. Noted that she is 
personally for it.  Thanked everyone for coming out and for their comments and to be safe 
on their way home.  
 

Council President Allen - Thanked all for coming out and for their comments. Thanked 
Administration for fielding questions from the public. Thanked the Risk Management 
consultant for staying through the meeting. Also acknowledged his family, visiting from Las 
Vegas, and for coming to a meeting on their vacation. Thanked all for coming out and looks 
forward to the next meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC 
Township Clerk 


